
The Fish & Game Commission is composed of appointed community members whose purpose is to advise the Board of 

Supervisors on matters regarding conservation and management of fish and wildlife. Residents are encouraged to attend and 

provide input.  Placer County is committed to ensuring that persons with disabilities are provided the resources to participate 

fully in public meeting. If you require disability-related modifications or accommodations, including auxiliary aid or services, to 

attend or participate in this meeting, please contact the Placer County Agriculture Department at (530) 889-7372.  
 

 

County of Placer 

Fish and Game Commission 
11477 E Avenue  Auburn, CA 95603  (530) 889-7372 

 

District 1 – Don Gould District 5 – Kari Freidig 

 
District 2 – Mark Fowler District 5 – Mickey Daniels 

District 3 – Jim Victorine District 5 – Scott Husmann 

District 4 – Gary Flanagan 

 

 

 

    

 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, September 27, 2017, 6:00 P.M. 
Placer County Planning Commission Hearing Room       
3091 County Center Drive, Auburn, CA 
County Contact: Ed King 
 
  
1. Call to Order – Chairman Mark Fowler opened the meeting at 6:00 pm. 

  
2. Roll Call, Present: Gould, Fowler, Victorine, Daniels, Husmann, Flanagan 

                 Absent: Freidig 

                 Visitors Present: Heath Wakelee, Friends of Auburn Ravine 

3. Approval of September 27, 2017 Agenda & August 23, 2017 Minutes 
Approval of August 23, 2017 minutes: Gould/Victorine, MPUV; Flanagan abstained 
Approval of September 27, 2017 Agenda: Husmann/Flanagan, MPUV 

 
4. Public Comment: Individuals may address the Commission on items under the 

jurisdiction of the Fish and Game Commission not included on this agenda for no 
longer than five (5) minutes.  No action can be taken on items addressed under 
Public Comment. No one asked to speak. 

 
5. Financial Report 

Operational expenditures through August totaled $901. 
Court fines and penalty assessments totaled $47.87. 
 

6. Agency Reports 

A. Commissioner Reports – No reports. 

B. State Fish & Game Commission Subcommittee: Mark Fowler 

1) Wildlife Conservation Board approved $24.5M in August for 15 projects – no 

local projects 

2) Applications for Wildlife Officer cadets open 

3) Registration open for Sandhill Crane tours – October thru February – register                  

online ($4.32 for registration fee per tour – or buy season pass for~ $20.00) 

C. Land Use Subcommittee: Scott Husmann, Don Gould  

Scott reported that one application was forwarded to the committee– subdividing 

13 acres to 4 parcels – Rosemont Lane, Penryn, no notable impacts to fish or 

wildlife. 

D. Department of Fish & Wildlife 

No report. 
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E. Nevada Irrigation District and Placer County Water Agency 

NID – Storage as of September 25th  was 197,600 AF– 75% of capacity, 121% of 

average for this date. Will end the irrigation season with above average storage. 

 

PCWA – No report. 

 

7. Informational Item 

James Haufler, President of Friends of Auburn Ravine, provided an update on his 

organization’s projects within Auburn Ravine including working as a project partner 

with Nevada Irrigation District and member of the Technical Advisory Committee for 

the removal of Hemphill Dam. 

 

Watershed stewardship for the benefit for all is the motto of the organization. They 

base their actions on the science of reconciliation ecology to find sustainable 

solutions. They are all volunteer, non-profit monitoring Auburn Ravine, Coon Creek, 

Markham Ravine and streams of Western Placer County. 

 

Process: collect data, analyze data, communicate this data to all concerned parties 

and come to a consensus as to what needs to be done, then find support and 

resources to get plans done, repeat. 

 

Hemphill dam – goal is to replace the dam with an off-stream water collection system 

(no diversion structure across stream).  This will allow unimpeded fish passage and 

also provide for water deliveries.  Letters of encouragement to NID would be 

welcome as there would not be harm to wildlife by removing the dam. 

 

Present projects: 

 1) Video fish counting system for salmon and steelhead at Lincoln gauging station. 

No photos of steelhead confirmed yet. 

2) Software project with HP to develop automated fish counting system.  Right now it 
takes 20 volunteers 800 hours to count from camera images. Start counting salmon 
in October, through middle of January.  First season of video count was 2016. 
 3) Seasonal dam remediation – need to make sure young fish get downstream; 

working with stakeholders to modify flashboard dams to accommodate downstream 

passage and screen pumps and canals. 

 4) Salmon DNA – with Eagle Scouts from Lincoln area. Monitor salmon carcasses 

and build database for fish origins. Fish are also observed for PIT (passive integrated 

transponder) tags in body cavity, adipose fin clipped indicates hatchery-grown. 

Straying is a natural behavior – they like to explore new habitat. Lincoln fly fishing 

group is paying for the Eagle Scout project (kits, documentation and paperwork).  
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Obtained a scientific collection permit from CDFW and partnering with Cramer Fish 

Sciences. 

 

Future Projects:  

1) Cross Canal configuration – Re-configure levee areas for juvenile rearing. 

Cleaning them up will help with flood protection and migration also. 

2) Nature Center – looking at old Lincoln Dump site, Auburn Ravine. 

3) Nigiri (fish in rice fields) projects with local farmers – baby salmon really grow fast 

in the rice field environment…..just like they used to in flood plain areas.  Potential to 

collaborate with local rice farmers to raise juvenile salmon in rice fields in winter and 

early spring. 

 

Suggestions for help 

• Write letters to NID thanking them for their work on the Lincoln Gauging Station and 

stating your support for fixing Hemphill Dam. (See NID contact info at 

www.nidwater.com.)  

• Donate to Friends of Auburn Ravine, or sponsor one of our projects  

• 501(c)(3) number: 81-3010961 

• Need website person, secretary, photographer 

• Be a video-viewing volunteer, and/or recruit a friend  

• Visit our table at the Lincoln Creek Fest (October 8, 11AM-2PM at McBean Park) 

• Visit our web site to get on our mailing list (www.auburnravine.org), or volunteer for 

other activities. 

 • Like us on Facebook: Friends of Auburn Ravine 

 
8.      Action Item  

     Road Maintenance Subcommittee 

Consider election of additional commission members to serve on committee to    

evaluate county road maintenance practices and sediment delivery to streams. 

 

Flanagan was nominated to join Husmann on the subcommittee. MPUV 

            Next step: Meet with Placer County Public Works Department to discuss. 

 
 
9.       Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 pm 

 

Next meeting is scheduled for October 25, 2017 

 

http://www.nidwater.com/

